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'Oman, a few unimportant incidents of individual rather than of
a national character, and a certain complicity already recorded
with the  Carmathian outbreak of Hasa, are all that history
records of 'Oman; Portuguese enterprise, the exploits of Albu-
querque, the conquest of Ormuz, and subsequently of Mascat,
first bring this kingdom on the scene of general history.   During
the preceding interval it does not appear that 'Oman had ac-
quired any" of those foreign possessions which now give it half
or more than half its importance;  Persia still kept her coast
and gulf, the Carmathian rale of Kateef yet reached Ras Me-
sandum; while Africa, Zanjibar, and Socotra in the sixteenth
century of  our  era, knew 'Omanees   only as  simple traders,
perhaps slave-dealers.   Within, the government appears to have
retained its original form, that of an aggregate confederation
rather than an absolute monarchy, in which the Ya'aribah then
held the first place and the title of royalty, much as the family
of Sa'eed do now.

But by the Portuguese invasion all this was changed. It was
the signal for wide-extended conquests and wars by sea and by
land, in which Portugal, Holland, and Persia all took part, and
each in turn obtained transitory advantages, while none of the
three reaped the abiding profit. 'Oman, with its islands and
coasts, was at first the passive scene of foreign conflict, till roused
by the excess of her own ruin she became also a combatant,
discovered her own strength, and made of her very losses a great
and lasting gain.

In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries she seemed utterly
lost. The Portuguese held Mascat, with other important points
on the coast. Ormuz too was theirs, with her sister islands;
and their fleet, master of the sea, destroyed the commerce and
cut off the communications of Eastern Arabia. Next the Dutch
appeared, enemies indeed to the Portuguese, but no less enemies
to the native powers, and added a new rival, while they thwarted
the old. Lastly, the Persians, profiting by intra-European
jealousy, regained their footing in Ormuz, and thence descended
on 'Ornfm, whose inhabitants they regarded as subjects, and
tyrannized over as foreigners.

The principal events of this protracted struggle are well
known. The Portuguese, after about a century and a half of